uch like the enchant
ing joumey of Alice when she stepped through the looking
glass, so it was Tor faux and fine antist Allison Perley-Harier
when she stepped into the greal halls of Villa Bellagio, a
resadence of epic proponions destined 1o become o modem-
day masterpiece. Thouzh Allisan migy mol kivve met up with
the Mad Haner, the Queen of Heans or the Cheshire Cat,
she was indeed put to the 1est when asked 1o replicate the
gramdeur of an cra when opulence and illusion reigned.
Wihere does one hegin with a canvas of over | 8,00
square feet? How could such o sk not have taken the de
cades it would have tken o Michelangeloor ofer masters
of his vme? Fortunately for Allison, o successful actress-
tumed-anist, she had secess 0o modem-day compiny
whose stale-of-the-ant wchnology blends perfectly wah
the obd-wordd ar of faux and decorative painting. The n
v Beach
ra aml

novitive products conecivesd and created by the W
compuny allowed Allison o wielkd her brustes, feal
other ol of the trwde with great e and precision
Throughout this magnificent bome we see masterful
imerpretitions. that  could
In the greal room, only be whicved with a
Alison Pardey-Harter discerming eye for coks
i and  proportion  combinad
::::: ::::?f;:;::gs with  mutenals  tha .|]!ll\\
for gquick and =are applica-
hand-painted frescas. teoay, From the disappeanng
The walls are Venetian e and marbleized walls
plaster with a pearlized in the dining room amd the
gold finish. pearlived guld Goish of great
rocami's Venetian plaster 1o
the master suites gilded fumiture and the tompe Pl
tapestrics blanketing the powder rowm, Allison wis ahle to

crewte o wonderlnd rarely seen

o



[Leftl The powder exudes an exotic feel with Moroccan painted cabinetry offset by trompe I"oeil tapestries
an all four walls and a gilded mirror. (Right) This hallway not only showcases some of the many classic
faux techniques Perley-Harter implemented, such as a Plaster Tex finish with glazing and veining, faux
stones, marbleized accessories and distinctive cabinet finishes, but it also exemplifies the client's innate
talent for interior design.

ot having the luxury of unlimited time and resourees,
I needed quick results and reliable mwenials, Fauux Effects
gave me what | oceded (o ensure that the project would be
completed on nme and within budget,” Allison expluined,
“Adthe risk of sounding cliché. Foux Effects mixes science
with art and provides quicker, casier solutions 1o challenges
that faced amists for centuries,”

Ohne example of art and science coming together in fine
fashion ¢an be seen in the grund foyer.

"It was iwo weeks before miy clients” daughier’s wed-
ding ceremony was schedule 1o mke place in the grand
foyer, and whe carpenters had just finished constrection of
that portion of the home, With Faus Effects” An Imprints,
Venetian Gem, Dutch metals and Plaster Tex, and the help
of twao local house painters (“Brush and Roll™) and one of
my cliems” domestic helpers, we were able to implement our
desire poals i oa very timely mumner. The result was a highly
ormatke, |h|!.|.||.|| IlI:\I.'I slatement ;'q|r|1|1|uh' with Yenetians,
glimmering Venetian plisier walls and fox marble arch-

wava, | was actually able 1o create two, imposing two-story
framed gilded mirrors in time for the ceremony,”

T replicate the intricate Chippendale carving details in
the frames. Allison applicd Plister Tex with a pastry bag
Addcling yet anather luyer o the last minate, poc-nuptinl fren
¥, the bride amrived with a very special reception tahle in
desperate need of refurbishing, Allison retrested to her bag
of Faus Effects tricks and it wis done on the spet. In fact,
everything was completed before the bride's maids armived,
Yeu. although it was barely dry in vme for the festivities, no
one was the wiser

Allison summed it up by saying, "It would have taken
the “old masters” o decade 1o complete such o monumental
task, not to mention the umaold “coins of the realm’ with
which the King would have had w part. There's much 10 be
sand for a company that helps save time and money, not 1o
mention the sanity of an exhaosted aise”

The overall interor design of Yilla Bellagio was con-
ceived and implemented by the lady of the house, the client.

w3
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According 1o Allison, it was one of those
rare, magicil opportunities o combine
the tilents of the designer and the art
Wy Crcaie i uurkm:_' enyirsEiment |'|'||JL'h
like that when the palaces of Venice
and France were built, What's more, the
man of the manor was the contraclor.
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It was indeed a hands-on family affaie
Artists and craftzmen were on site daily,
crealing an AmMazing synergy.
“Everyone  involved become a
Renpissince man doing whitever was
necessary for the sake of the bome’s
beauty,” Allison recalled. “1F something
arrived mared, it was repaired  and
the gold leal was matched, 1T a 6-Tfoo
trompe 1" oiel painting was needed o Al
a space, we could create exactly what
wis wanted in the spproprime colors
anid proportions, Even the owners’ dogs
comtributed o the effon by barking out
approvals of their likeness painted mtoa
powder room mural, And every medium
imaginable was used — gilding, leafing,
old-world plasters, tissue papers effecs,
faus leather on walls and furniture,
paintings on ihizs, metal, faux stones
and marble, faux onyx columns, the lis
goes on and one”™ Allison continued, A
favorite of the homeowners and guests
is the walls of the grand hallways, done
with substle murals on Loster Stome ooy
ered with a misty gobd finish. Another
was @ whimsical tooch of rompe 17 oicl
trellises and vines in the cebana bath,
replete with tiny winged insecls, so

ifelike, unsuspecting visitors actually
swirl at them. But again, none of this
could hove been accomplished we

it not for Faux Effects. It would seem
that it would have been like trying to
make o jeweled crown withowt the

Crown Jewels.”

The mirrored wall not only
doubles the perceived size of the
master suite, it reflects the
extraordinary faux finishes,
hand-painted panels in multi-
layered shades and contrasting
trims.




Exquisite A SN B
! of Foux Effects 1w Jane
furnishings Kohler Mot only  does
and finishes, the 12-year-obd company
along with a manufaciure all the mec-
six-foot paint-  cssary muaterials for great
ing, define this uwlrh.ut art, it .l1|{! s
intimate seat- 6l :I|I:I1I:l.!('!~ have lr'.um-'.d
many of the country's
Ing aree. most respecied decomntive
painters and faux finishers
who work with designers
specinlizing in world-class projects such as
Villa Bellagio.

"We take a very special pride in being able
1o provide thit which allows antists to creae
such extraosdinary surrcundings, In addition to
paants and supplies, we also create cuslom can-
wvas munls and art imprints with which artwork
i= actually embedded into o substance leaving
no raised edpes, This is especially popular
among interkor desiygners o7 use on furmiture:
I'm proasd to sy that we have become mecop
nized around the world as the finest source for
faux and decorative finishing materials and
instruction in the ot of their application,

“What Allison did st Villa Bellagio is tes-
timony 1o what one can do with excepional
talent and the right materials. We are prowd (o
have such a monument stecped in e et wnd
soul of what we create,” «

fource List
-

Foperdliving
Table; Catherine Memi, Furis, France
Safis; The Toby Collection
Lounge Chimirs: Chrivtain Liagee ar Heldly
Hannr Micmd. Micmd Flewida
Side Tables: The Tobw Collecrion
Dining Arew
lable: Catherime Menn, Faro, Framnee
Sofas: The Teby Coflection
Lounge Chairs: Christain Licgre af Haolly
Hunt Maanni, Micmi Florida
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Side Tables: The Toby Collectton
Mosrer Suite
Table: Catherine Mewi, Paris, France
Sofas: The Toby Colleciron
Lounge Chairs: Chrisain Liggre ar Holly
Mt Miao, Miami Florida
Side Tables: The Toby Colfection
Thionghout
Table: Carherine Memi, Paris, France
Sofus: The Toby Collection
Lounge Chairs: Chriseain Liggre at Helly



